
Pittwater Natural Heritage Association -  thinking locally, acting locally 

bushcare experience involves turning up, working for the 

morning, leaving and getting on with other things. It is en-

tirely different to live and work in the site for the weekend, to 

wake up and hear the birds, and to the see the wildlife and 

experience the bush at all times of the day. 

   A highlight for me this year was working around a diamond 

python that was coiled up in the leaf litter, then finding him 

back in the same spot the next morning.  

  Other highlights were the full moon and the eclipse, and  

watching the 

sunrise from the 

hilltop behind 

the hostel. 

 

I left on Sunday 

afternoon, physi-

cally tired, but 

with the satis-

faction that 

comes from hav-

ing worked hard 

on a worth-  

while project 

and seeing im-

provements and 

refreshed by 

having spent the 

weekend in 

good company 

in the wonderful 

natural environ-

ment of the 

western shoresó. 
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A full house of guests and a bevy of local bush regen-

erators spent two mornings clearing Asparagus fern 

and Mother-of-Millions from the hillslope of Morning 

Bay .   
This was the second running of the weekend event as a part-

nership with the Pittwater YHA and the Pittwater Natural 

Heritage Association. Support was given by the local Morning 

Bay Volunteer Bush Regeneration Group, the Pittwater Coun-

cil with advertising and by National Parks with on-ground 

assistance.  

   60 bags of 

Asparagus 

crowns and ber-

ries, and mother

-of-

millions, were 

loaded up and 

shipped out by 

Sunday after-

noon. The event 

was supported 

by 

the Hawkesbury-

Nepean Catch-

ment Manage-

ment Authority 

with funding 

from the Austra-

lian Govern-

ment's Car-

ing for Our 

Country pro-

gramme. 

   

 A participant, 

Robin Hughes, 

sums it up: 

òI want to thank you for co-ordinating the bushcare weekend 

at Morning Bay. 

  The result of the mass attack on the Asparagus Fern is visi-

ble and heartening. 

  The weekend has additional benefits. The networking, in-

formation sharing and associations formed from the social 

component and valuable and have ongoing benefits. 

  I enjoyed the weekend, both this year and last year. I work 

in two volunteer bushcare groups locally, but this is differ-

ent, and I look forward to participating again.  My usual 
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Breakfast with the Birds 
Warriewood Wetland,  June 20 

 Swamp Mahoganies in flower are the attraction 

for birds here in winter. However, despite flowers 

and great weather, birds were not much in evi-

dence. Yellow-faced Honeyeaters and Rainbow 

Lorikeets dominated the tree tops. Purple Swamp-

hens are getting ready to breed.  The cakes were 

great though!  

 Thanks to our bird guide Kerry Smith.   

 

 

Asparagus Fern Out Day, Plateau Park, 

July 3  

 Virtually no Asparagus Fern now survives in      

Plateau Park following Asparagus Fern Out day on 

July 3. 

 Twenty-two people worked hard and then enjoyed  

delicious morning tea and lunch. Thanks to DATS 

Environmental Services and Pittwater Council for 

supporting this event.  

 Plateau Park Bushcare group has won a Caring 

for our Country 2009-10 Community Action 

Grant  of $20,000 for bush regeneration, track 

work and fencing.   

  A hazard reduction burn will take place in the 

northern area of the park in September. To assess 

the effect of the fire on native vegetation PNHA is 

assisting Pittwater Council with monitoring a 20 x 

20m quadrat within the burn area. Native species 

present before the burn will be listed and com-

pared with total species after the burn. The results 

could be spectacular, as the area has not been 

burnt for a long time. The hard-coated seeds of 

peas and wattles can survive 25 years or so in 

unburnt bush.    

August 28, 12 noon  
PNHA AGM, Talk and lunch 

Katandra Bushland Sanctuary, Lane Cove Rd, Ingleside. 

Guest Speaker: Paul Mahon, on the NSW Fox Threat Abate-

ment Plan. 

  This was initiated in 2001 with the primary objective of es-

tablishing long-term across-tenure control programmes in 

those areas of NSW where impacts on threatened and other 

native fauna are greatest. Under the plan, fox control has 

been established at more than 50 priority sites over al-

most 1 million ha of public and private lands, including 

Kuring-gai and Garigal NP.   

  Paul specialises in Carnivore Pests in the Pest Manage-

ment Unit, NSW Dept of Environment and Climate Change. 

Paul is a PNHA member from North Avalon. 

So we can cater for you please RSVP to Marita 9918 3368 

or 0439 409 202 (after August 4th) or Email: 

pnhainfo@gmail.com 

  

September Sunday 26, 9.30 -11.30am  
Digital Photography in the Bush  

Brian Hindes will show us how to do macros and landscapes.  

Bring: your digital camera  

Where: Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park, Chiltern Road Track, 

Ingleside. 

Cost: free 

To Book: Marita 9918 3368 or 0439 409 202 Email: 

pnhainfo@gmail.com  

Book early as there is a limit of 12 people. 

PNHA Activities  

Congratulations Ken Hughes, AFSM 
Ken Hughes, PNHAõs Treasurer, has won the Aus-

tralian Fire Service Medal in recognition of his 

long participation and outstanding achievements 

in the Rural Fire Service.  

At first we thought AFSM actually must stand for       

Asparagus Fern Severance Medal, as he has or-

ganised the decapitation of thousands of      As-

paragus Fern 

plants through 

our Asparagus 

Fern Out Days.  

Well done 

and thank 

you Ken! 

The plan by Meriton Apartments P/L to build a 600 unit com-

plex in Warriewood Valley has met with strong opposition 

from local residents, Pittwater Council and local MP Rob 

Stokes. However, because the $276 million proposed devel-

opment is considered a òmajor projectó Pittwater Council 

has no power to assess it and it will go directly to the state 

government.  

  This marks a significant change in the way residential de-

velopment will affect the Pittwater local government area, as 

besides being inappropriate for the valley, it could be the 

first residential development in Warriewood Valley to benefit 

from the State Governmentõs $20,000 cap on developer 

levies. If approved, the proposal would open the door for 

similar developments in Pittwater, putting unreasonable 

strain on our public infrastructure; leaving insufficient funds 

for the provision of sports fields, reserves, parks and library 

facilities for residents; and causing an insidious decline in 

the health of our natural environment. 

  The current $62,000 per dwelling developer levy in  Warrie-

wood Valley funds community facilities and infrastructure 

including open space and bushland reserves. It has been 

responsible for the creation of the creek line corridors that 

have helped maintain wildlife in Warriewood Valley. If the 

levy is reduced to $20,000 per dwelling, we may have seen 

the last of this type of fauna corridor. This is the main reason 

why Pittwater Natural Heritage Association opposes the   

development.   

PNHA Opposes Meriton Plan  
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