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10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code
PNHA organised a protest outside Rob Stokes’ office on November 10, calling for an immediate moratorium, while a review of the code is undertaken.
Speakers from PNHA, Mayor Jacqueline Townsend and Corinne
Fisher of the Lane Cove Bushland and Conservation Society and
Better Planning Network addressed about 100 people from many
Pittwater community groups and other local government areas,
including concerned arborists.
This code aims to protect against bushfires but has resulted in
huge numbers of trees being removed for other reasons, such as
view improvement, getting rid of trees affecting a development
application, or nuisance leaves on lawns and cars. This must stop
immediately. Please continue to ask for a moratorium on this
code. Contact:
Mike Baird, Premier, direct email: https://www.nsw.gov.au/yourgovernment/contact-premier-new-south-wales or post a letter:
Hon. Mike Baird, Premier of NSW, GPO 5341, Sydney NSW 2001,
phone: 02 8574 5000.
Stuart Ayres, Minister for Police and Emergency Services,
office@ayres.minister.nsw.gov.au or post a letter: Hon Stuart

Ayres MP, GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001, phone: 8574 6500
Rob Stokes, Minister for the Environment,
office@stokes.minister.nsw.gov.au or post a letter: Hon Rob
Stokes MP, GPO Box 5341, Sydney NSW 2001, phone 02 8574
6700.

Overview of PNHA’s First 20 Years—PNHA’s Objectives and Vision
The vision and objectives that guide us are: to protect and enhance Pittwater’s natural environment and raise awareness of it
and the threats it faces in the community.
How successful have we been?
Campaigns
 Mona Vale TAFE Site 1992-3
 Ingleside Warriewood Land Release. Continuing with the recent Ingleside Land Release process
 Warriewood Escarpment campaign in partnership with
Pittwater Council in late 1990s and early 2000s resulted in
privately owned bushland coming into public ownership.
 120 – 122 Mona Vale Road – preserving bushland
 Regional Fauna Connectivity - campaigning to connect Katandra Bushland Sanctuary with Ingleside Chase Reserve on Warriewood escarpment and Ku-ring-gai and Garigal NPs through
Ingleside.

Support and Submissions
 Warriewood Valley Residents Association, including Meriton
development
 Mona Vale Road widening, urging provision for fauna to safely

cross and drainage management.
 NSW planning laws (Better Planning Network)
 Various plans of management and policies – Pittwater Council, NPWS, eg Barrenjoey Headland
 Supporting or opposing Council plans and works. Eg opposed
planting of Tuckeroos, trying to convince Council that landscaping should lead by example. Offer community support for
suitable grant applications eg Bilgola Valley bush regeneration.
Educational Activities
 Newsletter – nominally quarterly
 Weed identification workshops formerly at the Coastal Environment Centre
 Insect nights and wildflower walks
 Introductory Field Guide to Birds of Warriewood Wetland and
Irrawong Reserve, 2004 – a best seller, raised about $17000
for wetland conservation
 PNHA cards - very popular
 Street stalls at Market Days and the Pittwater Wine and Food
Fair
 Planting days etc. with local schools (Palmgrove Park /Avalon
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PS and Careel Creek/Barrenjoey High)
Clean up Australia Day activities
Partner with John Illingsworth Pittwater Ecowarriors in making videos on
how to identify and control local
weeds—Lantana, Cassia , Balloon Vine,
Phoenix Palm
Phoenix Palm brochure and African
Olive brochure in partnership with
Pittwater Council
Visit gardens of members to help them
identify plants – weed or native.

Projects
 Avalon and Mona Vale Dunes
 Pittwater Estuary Care - 2 stages –
restoration of saltmarsh and wetland
areas, control of Asparagus Fern
 Bush regeneration grants for Warriewood Wetland, Palmgrove Park Avalon, Mona Vale Dunes, spine dune
Governor Phillip Park, heathland in
Attunga Reserve, Newport
 Asparagus Fern Out - 3 grants about
$25,000 each. Possibly assisted in
getting all asparagus species listed fed-

erally as Weeds of National Significance.
Continued by Michael and Sarah at
Pittwater YMCA
 Welcome pack for new property owners, funded by a small grant in the late
1990s. Offered information about the
natural environment of Pittwater and
more. Pittwater Council now does this
 PNHA birdwatching. Guided walks in
bushland reserves
 Increasing use of the internet has meant
we are able to network in a way unimaginable 20 years ago. We are in contact
with most of our members by email. We
contact them
about relevant
broader environmental
issues, about
PNHA issues
and we forward information about
relevant
Council environmental
activities. We

have a website and a Facebook
page.
 How successful have we been? We
have 120 members and supporters.
We are pleased with what we have
achieved but a lot more remains to
be done.

Swamp Foxtail/Fountain Grass Pennisetum species
In response to our concerns about the use of these
grasses in private and Council landscaping, (see
PNHA Newsletter 66) Council reports these actions:
 Council’s website has been updated to reflect all
Swamp Foxtail grass/Fountain grass species declared undesirable on Development Application
landscape plan species selection list
 Article in Sept/Oct edition of COOEE newsletter
highlighting grass and Class 5 noxious weed status and suggesting native alternatives
 The Noxious Weed Officer highlighted its potential issues to Sydney North Weeds Committee
meeting August 2014. An item was tabled for
consideration of elevated weed status pending
changes to weed legislation. Next meeting 25/11.
 Council staff have removed all scattered remnant
clumps in Village Park, Mona Vale and have been
alerted to eradicate where possible in other areas
where previously landscaped, e.g. Warriewood
Shopping Centre
 Road Reserves staff will remove on Simmonds
Lane Avalon and berm, corner The Crescent & Old
Barrenjoey Road
 Self seeded clumps - Grandview Drive/Sybil Street
interface have been sprayed
 Private properties owners with identified Pennisetum grass on Therry and George Street &
Hudson Parade, Avalon, Neptune Street, Newport
and The Serpentine, Bilgola Beach (including deliberately planted ‘landscaping’ on road reserve)

have all been issued with letters, noxious weed assessments, photos and
leaflets and offers of replacement native tubestock – to date, some have
complied whilst others have been issued with follow up notices. This process has been complicated in that some landholders have confirmed that
the species is the native one and therefore Council cannot enforce control
under current Class 5 control legislation although it would appear to selfseed
 Woolworths Retail Site – 25-29 Park Street, Mona Vale – Information forwarded to maintenance division to control widespread infestation
throughout landscaped beds.
We are very pleased with Council’s response. If you see this grass anywhere
else in Pittwater let us know.

http://www.pittwater.nsw.gov.au/environment/noxious_weeds/grasses/swamp_foxtail
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Ingleside Land Release – The Draft Plan
Released
The Department of Planning and Environment has released the
Draft Structure Plan for the Ingleside land release precinct. A
suburb of about 3000 dwellings with a population of 9500 is
envisaged, with most of the dwellings to be constructed within
two sub-precincts: South Ingleside and North Ingleside.
Overall there will be four sub-precincts but difficulties in providing services such as water and sewer preclude urban development in the Wirreanda Valley and Bayview sub-precincts at this
stage.
Initially, South Ingleside will be developed, followed by North
Ingleside, which will contain a local shopping centre anchored by
a 400 sq. metre supermarket, and possibly one or two schools.
The predominant building type in both South Ingleside and
North Ingleside will be three to five storey unit blocks.
This is a draft plan and obviously more specific information will
be released in time, but PNHA has a number of concerns about
the information so far available, especially on the provision of
effective fauna corridors.
 At first glance at the Draft Structure Plan it looks as though
there is a web of fauna corridors crossing through the precinct. However, many of them seem to terminate in the middle of the precinct instead of linking one bushland reserve to
another
 In our opinion, due to a lack of direct fauna corridors, Katandra Bushland Sanctuary remains effectively isolated from
other bushland reserves, especially Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park to the west
 Some vegetated corridors are on private land, and as such
may be affected by the 10/50 bushfire clearing code. If this is
so they could be rendered useless as effective fauna corridors.
 Many fauna corridors in the Ingleside precinct are intersected by local roads, reducing their effectiveness and increasing
roadkill. Overpasses and underpasses are needed at key
crossing points.
 There are many more unanswered questions relating to environment, roads and sustainability. We will be communicating
more on these in the near future.
For more information on these and other aspects of the proposed land release go to www.inglesideplanning.com.au

PNHA’s 20th Anniversary and AGM
September 21
Katandra Bushland Sanctuary hosted our celebrations, on a
lovely day in the bush. Looking back over our successes, we
recalled PNHA’s beginnings in 1993-4 with a struggle to save
woodland on the “former TAFE site” in Mona Vale. (The remnants are now called Woodlands Reserve, between Park and
Waratah Streets). A display of photos and articles celebrated
PNHA’s role in the community campaign to save the Warriewood Escarpment bushland. See full reports for last year and
a 20 year summary later in this issue.
A BBQ lunch preceded our AGM. The present committee was
re-elected. Chair: Marita Macrae, Secretary: David Palmer,
Membership Secretary: Robyn Hughes, Treasurer: Mark Williams, Committee members: Julie Bennett, Gary Harris, Annette Bonnefin, Kerry Smith.

Bahai Temple Bush Regeneration Project
The first year of PNHA’s bush regeneration project at the
Baha’i Temple has almost come to a close, with one more
volunteer bushcare day scheduled before Christmas.
The Baha’i Temple grounds contain the habitat of grevillea
caleyi, an endangered plant species that only grows in Terrey
Hills, Duffys Forest, Belrose and Ingleside. About 85% of its
habitat has been lost to urban development, so it is critical
that the remaining habitat be conserved. PNHA volunteers
are helping to ensure the plant’s survival by removing invasive
weeds, including lantana, pampas grass, ochna and crofton
weed.
Bush regen mornings are held every second month. Please
join us for three hours of interesting and enjoyable work.
Morning tea and equipment is provided. For more information
email pnhainfo@gmail.com or phone David Palmer on 0404
171 940.

Common Myna Control Campaign
We have received some traps from the Council which some
PNHA members have put to use, with success. Many other
Councils and residents take action against these pests, in Sydney and regional centres. Protocols are in place for humane
capture and euthanasia. If you would like to help with this,
please contact us.

DA refused for 88 Binburra Road, North Av
The Council refused the development application for another
large residential development on this land, the house to be
located at the top of the block, very close to Bangalley Head
bushland reserve. PNHA’s objections included the location of
the building at the very top of the site, requiring destruction
of bushland for asset protection zones, destruction of other
bushland on the site and the visual impact of a large house at
the highest point in the residential landscape.
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Submission to Gosford Council
PNHA was asked to assist the Gosford group Friends of the
Bush Stone-Curlew. They were concerned that a proposed offleash dog exercise area would impact on the birds’ habitat.
They argued that a Review of the Environmental Factors for Dog
Off Leash Activity at Pippi Point, Cochrane Lagoon and Avoca
Lagoon was in conflict with actual evidence that these birds use
Pippi Point as habitat.
Our submission pointed out that Gosford’s birds were probably
also Pittwater’s, as they are known to move around the Pittwater-Brisbane Waters area.
We urged Gosford Council to meet its environmental responsibilities and to cooperate with the Friends in selecting an alternative area for offleash dog walking, away from the Brisbane Water
foreshore.
As of mid November, no decision had yet been made.

PNHA Birdwatching reports
September 9 at Deep
Creek. We always see
something interesting on
these walks.
At Deep Creek it was a
Tawny Frogmouth on its
nest. The challenge of
identifying a bird from its
call is fun. Brown Cuckoo
Dove obliged. We
checked call with our
Ebook birdguides, which
allow you to discretely
play a call to confirm
identification. We do not
call up birds with these
devices.
The November 16 at Irrawong Reserve was rained
out. We must organise better weather for next year’s bird walks.
Photo: Brown Cuckoo Dove, Neil Fifer

Pittwater Estuary Care
We have succeeded in getting $15,000 funding for Stage 3 of
this project. Stages 1 and 2 funded weed control and revegetation on sites around Careel Bay and Careel Creek, Avalon, and
with asparagus fern control. Now again in partnership with
Pittwater Council we will be able to maintain work already started and extend work areas.

Fauna
Camera
We have invested
in a HyperFire
Reconyx fauna
camera. It will be
set up to detect
and photograph
fauna. We think
that if people
knew how many
native (and cute)
animals live near
us they may be
more active in
caring for the animals’ habitats. For instance, the elusive Sugar Gliders are probably not uncommon, but seldom seen.
Small possums such as Feathertail Glider and Eastern Pygmy
Possum will also be in our sights.
Initially we will lend it to PNHA members for trial.
Photo: M. Macrae.

Upper Mullet Creek Biodiversity Restoration
Project
This project is now in its third year. $250,000 is the budget and
six years the project’s lifespan. This means substantial progress
can be made thanks to the capacity for follow-up work after
initial weed control and tubestock planting.
And that’s just as well as the local Swamp Wallabies have found
irresistible the tubestock in the area downstream from the Irrawong waterfall. Wire fences now protect the plants. In most of
the 10ha project site we expect natural regeneration to occur as
the bush beside the south and north arm of Mullet Creek is in
good condition.
Partnerships with Monash Golf Club and Sydney Water on the
south arm have been productive, as those organisations agreed
to act on their land to control weeds which would otherwise
spread downstream.
A major part of the project is community involvement. Two
bushcare groups meet monthly: Irrawong bushcare on the third
Saturday afternoon of each month and Wesley Street bushcare,
on a weekeday to be arranged in 2015. We really need more
helpers at these smaller areas so if you can come, you’ll be
warmly welcomed! Contact Helena Dewis at Pittwater Council on
9970 1367 or email: Helena_dewis@pittwater.nsw.gov.au
This project is run by the Pittwater Environmental Foundation
(NOT PNHA) and Pittwater Council. You can make a tax deductible donation to environmental projects in Pittwater through the
Foundation. See: pittwaterenvironmentalfoundation.org.au or
phone Bill Rooney, Foundation Chair on 02 9997 3459.
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White in the Landscape
Two plants just now bear spectacular
masses of white flowers on the ends of
their branches. Here I am! they are signalling to insect pollinators.
Sydney Red Gum Angophora costata is
flowering extravagantly this year. Its prevalence on our sandstone soils is quite visible
if you take a wide view of Pittwater’s western shores, the Warriewood escarpment
and the bush above Avalon to the west.
It’s not alone, as Snow in Summer, Melaleuca linariifolia, has flowers like blobs of
froth. This lovely shrub or small tree enjoys
damper deeper soil.
Both are in the family Myrtaceae. It’s the
millions of white stamens that light up the
landscape. You can tell a Melaleuca from
others in that family by the clumping of its
stamens into five bundles per flower.
Other white flowers out now are Kunzea
ambigua undeservedly known as Tick Bush,
Christmas Bush (still to turn red) and Blueberry Ash Elaeocarpus reticulates, with
frilled petals.

Above:
Snow in Summer
Right:
Sydney Red Gum
Photos:
M. Macrae

The Cabbage White Butterfly and Its Parasite
The butterfly Pieris rapae is introduced to Australia and first
recorded in 1937. It has long been a serious pest of the cabbage
family – Broccoli, Kale, Canola and so on, as many a farmer and
home gardener can attest.
This sick caterpillar was picked off Tuscan Kale in Avalon. Beside
it were clustered tiny green maggots about two millimetres long,
emerging from its body. Martyn Robinson, Australian Museum
naturalist, identified these as larvae of a species of Braconid
wasp, introduced in the 1940s as biological control.
Next day the larvae had spun themselves tiny yellow cocoons for
pupating.
The wasp responsible may be Cotesia glomerata, according to
the Grains Research and Development Corporation. See: http://
grdc.com.au/Resources/Ute-Guides/Insects/Parasites/South/
Cabbage-White-Butterfly-Parasites-and-Pupal-Parasite
Along with native wasp and fly parasites these wasps have
helped reduce the abundance and economic importance of this
butterfly. Another reason not to use insecticides in the garden.
Photo: M.Macrae

Anyone Home?
Eastern Water Skink Eulamprus quoyii on doorsill of a
Warriewood house near Narrabeen Creek. This shiny
skink mostly eats insects, worms fruit and berries and can
reach 30cm in length. It gives birth to live young, up to
nine at a time.
Photo: T.Macrae
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Do You Have A Birdbath?
The first Australia-wide Bathing Birds
citizen science survey has finished. 1105
citizen scientists recorded birds at their
birdbaths, submitting a total of 11,668
surveys. They noted 226 species of birds
and more than 47,000 individual
sightings.
The survey was part of the Birds in Backyards Program, a Birdlife Australia project.
The data is being analysed by BIBY staff,
National Parks Association of NSW and the
University of Sydney.
Some findings:
 That pedestal baths are far and away
the most common baths used in people's gardens. They accounted for over
900 of the baths surveyed.
 Rainbow Lorikeets (occurring in over
10% of surveys) were the most commonly recorded bird followed by Noisy
Miners (occurring in nearly 10% of surveys) at birdbaths. However this may
be a reflection of the high participation
rate from NSW overshadowing results
from other states.
 Two common large urban birds, Pied
Currawongs and Australia Magpies,
were present in approximately 6% of
surveys and were the third and fourth
most commonly recorded bird. Despite
the presences of these large and even
aggressive species, the following small
birds made it into the top 20 birds using birdbaths; Eastern Spinebills, Eastern Yellow Robins, Superb Fairy-wrens
and Grey Fantails.
 Amongst others were an Emu in New
South Wales, a Southern Cassowary in
Far North Qld (federally endangered),
a Victoria’s Riflebird (a Bird of Paradise), a White-browed Woodswallow
and even a tiny little Tasmanian Scrubwren (of course found only in Tasmania). There was even an echidna!

The scientists looking at the data examined the garden and bath characteristics
for a select number of species individually.
Small native birds tended to be found in
gardens where there was mostly native
vegetation, no pets, birds were not fed
and the bath was close to nearby vegetation. Larger birds (like Rainbow Lorikeets)
showed few preferences like these. After
the summer survey, this will allow BIBY
staff to make some key recommendations for helping birds using bird baths
and other garden features.
To find out more, download the Winter
Bathing Birds report here: http://
www.birdsinbackyards.net/Bathing-Birds
-winter-report
For those keen to get involved, Bathing
Birds will be back in summer. From the
23rd of January till the 23rd of February
you can watch your bird bath. To be involved go to http://
www.bathingbirds.org.au to register.

Watch out, Bib and Bub!
Caroline Kades spied this Big Bad Banksia man. (His
eyes and mouth are where seeds have fallen out.)

Magpies
The magpie was out in great force, in the fields and on the fences. He is a handsome large
creature, with snowy white decorations, and is a singer: he has a murmurous rich note that is
lovely. He was once modest, even diffident; but he lost all that when he found out that he
was Australia’s sole musical bird. He has talent, and cuteness, and impudence; and in his
tame state he is a most satisfactory pet – never coming when he is called, always coming
when he isn’t, and studying disobedience as an accomplishment. He is not confined, but loafs
about all over the house and grounds, like the laughing jackass. I think he learns to talk, I
know he learns to sing tunes and his friends say that he know how to steal without learning.
I was acquainted with a tame magpie in Melbourne. He had lived in a lady’s house several
years and believed he owned it; the lady had tamed him and in return he had tamed the
lady. He was always on deck when not wanted, always having his own way, always tyrannizing over the dog and always making the cat’s life a slow sorrow and a martyrdom. He
knew a number of tunes and could sing them in perfect time and tune; and would do it, too,
at any time that silence was wanted; and then encore himself and do it again; but if he was
asked to sing he would go out and take a walk.
From Mark Twain’s Following the Equator, published 1897 after his lecture tour of 1895, contributed by Gary Harris. (Editor’s Comment: He couldn’t have heard Australia’s many other musical
birds.)

Membership Application
I would like to join Pittwater Natural Heritage Association. I agree with the PNHA’s aims: raising awareness of and preserving our unique Pittwater natural
environment.

Name:..................................................................................................................... Signed:.....................................................................
Address:........................................................................................................................................................P/Code …………....................
Email:............................................................................................................ Ph:.......................................... Date:....................................
I would like a paper copy OR emailed newsletter (circle your choice). Membership fee: $20 or $10 pensioner/student. To pay your membership, you can
deposit electronically into our account at the Commonwealth Bank: BSB 062 208, account no.10168467. Type your surname in the reference box so we know
who the membership is for. Alternatively make cheque payable to: Pittwater Natural Heritage Association or PNHA. Post cheque payable to Pittwater Natural Heritage Association to PNHA, PO Box 187, Avalon Beach NSW 2107.

Contact Details: Tel/Fax 02 9918 3368

Email: pnhainfo@gmail.com
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